
Cedar Room December 2020

Email updates
While the center is closed to visitors, we will be 
emailing out Emergent Curriculum Planning 
Sheets and weekly documentation at the end of 
each week (Thursday/Friday). If you have not 
already received those emails, please email 
Clasroom5@thistleoaks.ca from the email 
address you would like it to be sent to.

Coming Up This Month
Dec. 4 - Wear Red Day
Dec. 11 - Wear Green Day
Dec. 18 - Pajama Day and Virtual Christmas 
Concert; Portfolios going home
Dec. 24 - Christmas Eve - Modified center hours 

(12:30pm closure)
Dec. 25 - Christmas Day - Centre Closed
Dec. 28 - Boxing Day - Centre Closed
Dec 31 - New Years Eve - Modified center hours 

(12:30pm closure)
Jan 1 - New Years Day - Centre Closed

Cooperative Play
Cooperative play is incredibly important for children, but it can sometimes be a difficult skill to
acquire. Some children intuitively work well with others, but most need help developing this set
of skills. For example, children playing tag or building with blocks will need to harness skills like
communication, expressing emotions, sharing and turn taking during play for everyone to get
the most out of the experience and achieve a common goal.

A good way for parents and educators to encourage cooperative play is creating opportunities
for children to collaborate with one another. In the Cedar room we set up our play areas to
inspire cooperative play and assist children by role modeling and staying close by during play to
step in to help mediate when there is difficulty cooperating.

As adults we often reflect on our view of the child as competent and capable of complex
thinking. But by working together, children can begin to see each other as competent and
capable resources in their play. Helping other children contributes to a robust sense of self-
esteem, contributing to over all well being.

Here are a few experiences that help encourage cooperative play.

Construction games: Blocks, tools, Lego, etc. Building something together and talking through
the process. Children learn how to communicate and solve problems as well as work on their
fine and gross motor skills.

Follow the Leader and Simon Says: These games help children learn how to listen and respond.
We rotate the line every few minutes so that each child gets a turn to be the leader. Actions like
hopping, jumping and body movements are fun and easy to imitate.

Art projects: This includes everything from painting a mural to creating a collage. Art projects
are an excellent way for children to work together on building a masterpiece, choosing colours,
and assigning parts to each other.

Read Cheryl and Mindy’s blogs at 
www.thistleoaks.ca/blog

mailto:Clasroom5@thistleoaks.ca


Cedar Room December 2020

Portfolios
At the beginning of the month, we sent out our first round 
of portfolios and were delighted by the feedback we 
received. We are working on a few changes and additions 
for when we return them in December.

Portfolios are a living document that will track your child’s 
development throughout their time at Thistleoaks. “How 
Does Leaning Happen” encourages the use of documents 
like these to ensure our play-based programing is 
supporting the ongoing development of all the children in 
our program. By sending these portfolios home bimonthly, 
we hope to plumb your unparalleled understanding of your 
own child as we develop programming and set goals for our 
group in the coming months.

When we return the portfolios to you in December, this is 
what you can expect to see inside:

• A cover letter for the continuum of development
• Updates to your child’s continuum of development
• New developmental snapshots
• A parent feedback form

Children’s Interests

Basing our programing on the children’s interests allows us to evoke the foundation 

of “Engagement”, encouraging children to participate in and extending their play 

through their natural curiosity.

Leaf Play has taken the Cedar room by storm! Ever since the leaves have started 

falling from the trees, the children have been throwing, raking, collecting, and rolling 

in the leaves almost every day. We have supported this interest with leaf sorting 

games, counting and comparing, and a trip out to the field to roll in the leaves on the 

big hill.

Real Tools have been an ongoing interest for a few weeks now. The children have 

been exploring using saws, hammers, nails, screws and drivers, and the big center 

drill on a variety of materials (wood, foam, and old pumpkin). In the coming month 

we will be exploring even more new tools with a focus on safety equipment (goggles, 

hard hats) and refreshing our nail and screw collection.

Fire Trucks enjoyed a week in the limelight after we took a walk in the community 

and stopped by the fire station. The children often hear the sirens, and were excited 

to see the trucks themselves, as well as the firefighter paraphernalia on display.


